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L E T T ER  F ROM  EXECUT I V E  D I R EC TOR

D e a r  R e a d e r s ,

 

N e v e r  b e f o r e  h a v e  w e  s e e n  s u c h  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  o u r  w o r k  t h a n  i n  t h e  2 0 1 8 - 2 0 1 9  s c h o o l  y e a r .

I t ' s  b e e n  a  y e a r  f i l l e d  w i t h  h o p e ,  a c t i o n  a n d  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n a l  c h a n g e  a c r o s s  m a n y   s c h o o l s  i n

N e w  B r u n s w i c k .  T h a n k  y o u  t o  t h e  t e a c h e r s  w h o  t r u s t e d  o u r  p r o c e s s  a n d  e x p e r t i s e  i n

f a c i l i t a t i n g   a c t i v i t i e s   i n  t h e i r  c l a s s r o o m s .  T h a n k  y o u  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w h o  w e n t  a b o v e  a n d

b e y o n d  t h e i r  c o u r s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  t o  m a k e  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e i r  s c h o o l s  a n d  p e r s o n a l  l i v e s  i n

s u p p o r t  o f  c l i m a t e  a c t i o n .  T h a n k  y o u  t o  o u r  s p o n s o r s  a n d  p a r t n e r s ,  w h o s e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  m a d e

t h i s  a l l  p o s s i b l e .

 

T h i s  y e a r  w e  s a w  s o m e t h i n g  n e w .  I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  I n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l  P a n e l  o n  C l i m a t e

C h a n g e  s p e c i a l  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  g l o b a l  w a r m i n g  a b o v e  1 . 5  d e g r e e s ,  S w e d i s h  t e e n a g e r

G r e t a  T h u n b e r g  d e c i d e d  t o  g o  o n  s t r i k e  e v e r y  F r i d a y ,  l e a v i n g  s c h o o l  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  g l o b a l

i n a c t i o n  o n  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e .  T h i s  l e d  t o  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  F r i d a y s 4 F u t u r e s   c a m p a i g n  i n s p i r i n g

y o u t h  f r o m  o v e r  1 0 0  c o u n t r i e s  t o  w a l k  o u t  o f  t h e i r  s c h o o l s  i n  p r o t e s t .  A l l  o f  a  s u d d e n ,  i n s t e a d

o f  N e w  B r u n s w i c k  t e a c h e r s  w o r k i n g  t o  s p a r k  i n t e r e s t  i n  c l i m a t e  i s s u e s  w i t h  s t u d e n t s ,  w e  s a w

s t u d e n t s  d e m a n d i n g  c l i m a t e  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  a c t i o n  f r o m  t h e i r  t e a c h e r s .  T h i s  h i g h  l e v e l  o f  y o u t h

e n g a g e m e n t  k e p t  u s  b u s i e r  t h a n  e v e r  b e f o r e .  T h r o u g h o u t  N e w  B r u n s w i c k ,  w e  s a w  t h a t  y o u t h

w e r e  r e a d y  t o  b e  e n g a g e d  i n  t h e  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e ,  a  f i g h t  f o r  t h e i r  f u t u r e .   

 

I t ' s  c l e a r  t o  o u r  t e a m  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  a c t i o n s  n o t  o n l y  a d d  u p ,  b u t  h a v e  a  r i p p l e

e f f e c t  t h r o u g h o u t  s c h o o l s ,  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  t h e  p r o v i n c e  a t  l a r g e .  T h r o u g h  b u i l d i n g  a w a r e n e s s

a n d  d e l i v e r i n g  p r o g r a m s  t o  s t u d e n t s  r e l a t e d  t o   e n e r g y ,  w a s t e ,  w a t e r ,  f o o d  a n d

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,   w e  a r e  s e e i n g  s t u d e n t s  c o n n e c t  t h e  d o t s  b e t w e e n  i n d i v i d u a l  a c t i o n s ,  d e s i g n ,

i n n o v a t i o n  a n d  p o l i c y .   W e  a r e  m o r e  m o t i v a t e d  t h a n  e v e r  t o  c o n t i n u e  i n s p i r i n g  a c t i o n  a c r o s s

t h e  p r o v i n c e  t h r o u g h  o u r  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s .   A s  G r e t a  T h u n b e r g  s a i d :  " W e  d o n ' t  n e e d  y o u r

h o p e ,  w e  n e e d  y o u r  a c t i o n .  A n d  w h e n  w e  h a v e  a c t i o n ,  h o p e  i s  e v e r y w h e r e " .  W e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o

t a k i n g  m o r e  a c t i o n  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  2 0 1 9 - 2 0 2 0  s c h o o l  y e a r !

 

S i n c e r e l y ,

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L i z z y  G r e s h

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

 

 

 



CHA I RMANS  MESSAGE

D e a r  R e a d e r s ,

 

T h e  G a i a  P r o j e c t  w a s  c o n c e i v e d  a n d  l a u n c h e d  a t  o n e  s c h o o l  n i n e  y e a r s  a g o  b y  B r i a n  M c C a i n  t o

“ E m p o w e r  Y o u t h  t o  T a k e  A c t i o n  o n  C l i m a t e  C h a n g e ” .  N o w ,  w h e n  I  r e v i e w  o u r  l a t e s t  y e a r ’ s

p r o g r e s s ,  o n e  w o r d  s t a n d s  o u t ,  a n d  t h a t  i s  G R O W T H .  

D u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  y e a r ,  w e  g r e w  o u r  s t u d e n t  e n r o l l m e n t s ,  v i s i t e d  n e w  s c h o o l s ,  i n c r e a s e d  o u r

s t a f f ,  e x p a n d e d  o u r  f u n d i n g  a n d  c o n t i n u e d  t o  m a t u r e  a s  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n .   W i t h  t h i s  m a t u r a t i o n

c a m e  n e w  c h a l l e n g e s ;  a n d  i n  o r d e r  f o r  t h e  B o a r d  t o  f u l f i l l  i t s  f i d u c i a r y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a n d

s t e e r  T h e  G a i a  P r o j e c t  i n t o  t h e  f u t u r e ,  w e  u n d e r t o o k  a  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d

r e v i s i t e d  g o v e r n a n c e  a n d  o p e r a t i o n s .  T h e  B o a r d  h i r e d  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  e x p e r t s ,  w i t h  t h e

s u p p o r t  o f  L e a r n S p h e r e ,  t o  a s s i s t  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  s h o r t  a n d  l o n g  t e r m  s t r a t e g i c  p l a n s ,  s t r e n g t h e n

g o v e r n a n c e  p o l i c i e s ,  d e v e l o p  a  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s t r a t e g y ,  a n d  i m p r o v e  o p e r a t i o n a l

p r a c t i c e s .   S u b  c o m m i t t e e s  o f  t h e  B o a r d ,  i n  t h e  a r e a s  o f  H u m a n  R e s o u r c e s  a n d  G o v e r n a n c e

w e r e  a l s o  c r e a t e d  t o  e n h a n c e  o v e r s i g h t  o f  G a i a .

S a d l y ,  w e  s a i d  g o o d b y e  t o  o n e  o f  o u r  o r i g i n a l  B o a r d  m e m b e r s ,  J a k e  A r s e n a u l t .  J a k e  s t e p p e d

d o w n  t o  d e d i c a t e  m o r e  t i m e  t o  h i s  r e c e n t  s t a r t - u p .    J o r d a n  K e n n i e  w a s  w e l c o m e d  t o  o u r  B o a r d

a s  a  n e w  m e m b e r .  J o r d a n  i s  C E O  a n d  c o - f o u n d e r  o f  S t a s h  E n e r g y ,  a  m a d e  i n  N e w  B r u n s w i c k

e n e r g y  c o m p a n y .  J o r d a n  b r i n g s  h i s  e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l  e x p e r t i s e ,  b u s i n e s s  s a v v y ,  y o u t h  a n d

p a s s i o n  t o  t h e  t a b l e .

M y  s p e c i a l  t h a n k s  g o e s  o u t  t o  J o h n  R e i d ,  a  m e m b e r  o f  o u r  B o a r d  o f  A d v i s o r s .  T o  e n s u r e  o u r

t e a m  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a r e  p r o p e r l y  c o m p e n s a t e d  f o r  t h e i r  w o r k  a t  G a i a ,  J o h n  c o m p l e t e d  a

c r o s s  C a n a d a  r e v i e w  o f  e q u i v a l e n t  p o s i t i o n s  a n d  m a d e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o n  s a l a r i e s  a n d

b e n e f i t s .  T h e  r e v i e w  a s s i s t s  G a i a  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  f a i r  a n d  c o m p e t i t i v e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  p a c k a g e s

f o r  o u r  g r o w i n g  t e a m .

I  a m  d e e p l y  h o n o r e d  a n d  p r o u d  t o  b e  w o r k i n g  a l o n g s i d e  o u r  e m p l o y e e s ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e d i c a t e d

v o l u n t e e r s ,  a n d  s p o n s o r s .  O u r  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  w e r e  m a n y ,  a n d  i n  n o  s m a l l  w a y ,  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e

h a r d  w o r k ,  e x p e r t i s e ,  a n d  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  t i m e ,  a n d  f u n d s  f r o m  o u r  m a n y  s u p p o r t e r s .   A

w h o l e h e a r t e d  t h a n k  y o u  t o  a l l  o f  y o u .

 

S i n c e r e l y ,

 

 

 

 

 

G e o r g e   D a s h n e r

P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s
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ABOUT  US

T h e  G a i a  P r o j e c t  i s  a  N e w  B r u n s w i c k  b a s e d  c h a r i t y  w i t h  t h e  m i s s i o n  t o

e m p o w e r  y o u t h  t o  t a k e  a c t i o n  o n  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e  t h r o u g h  e d u c a t i o n .  W e  d o

t h i s  b y  w o r k i n g  w i t h  s t u d e n t s  i n  g r a d e s  3 - 1 2  o n  i n q u i r y - b a s e d  p r o j e c t s

r e l a t e d  t o  e n e r g y ,  w a s t e ,  w a t e r ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  g e n e r a l  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y .

 

B y  p r o v i d i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  s t u d e n t s  t o  l e a r n  a b o u t  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e  a n d

t h e  p r o m o t i o n  o f  c l i m a t e  a c t i o n  p r o j e c t s  a t  s c h o o l ,  w e  a r e  e m p o w e r i n g  a

g e n e r a t i o n  o f  c l i m a t e  l i t e r a t e  a n d  e n e r g y - a w a r e  c i t i z e n s  r e a d y  t o  l e a d  t h e

w a y  f o r w a r d .  
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OVER  THE  2 0 1 8 / 2 0 1 9

S CHOOL  YEAR  THE  GA I A

PRO J EC T . . .

 

346 
PROJECTS

L E D

8200
STUDENTS

W I T H

64
SCHOOLS

I N



H I GH L I GH T S  OF  THE  YEAR

N e w  B r a n d ,  N e w  W e b s i t e
I n   o r d e r  f o r  T h e  G a i a  P r o j e c t  t o  b e  t h e  l e a d e r  i n  p r o v i d i n g  s t u d e n t s  a n d  e d u c a t o r s  t h e

r e s o u r c e s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t a k e  c l i m a t e  a c t i o n ,  w e  n e e d e d  a  s t r o n g  n e w  l o g o  a n d  e a s y  t o  u s e

w e b s i t e .  O v e r  t w o  y e a r s  w e  w o r k e d  w i t h  O r a n g e  S p r o c k e t  t o  d e v e l o p  a  n e w  l o o k  f o r  G a i a .

I n  J a n u a r y  2 0 1 9 ,  o u r  w e b s i t e  o f f i c i a l l y  l a u n c h e d .  T h a n k  y o u  t o  T h e  M c C a i n  F o u n d a t i o n

a n d  A l l i s o n  M c C a i n  f o r  h e l p i n g  u s  r e b r a n d !  

 

N e w  E l e c t r i c  V e h i c l e
O u r  l e a s e  w a s  u p  o n  o u r  p r e v i o u s  E V ,  s o  w e  d e c i d e d  t o  b r i n g  s o m e t h i n g  n e w  t o  s c h o o l s :  a

C h e v r o l e t  V o l t !  T h i s  c a r  h a s  h e l p e d  u s  e d u c a t e  s t u d e n t s  o n  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,

t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  e l e c t r i c  v e h i c l e s  a n d  t h e  s m a r t  g r i d ,  a n d  t h e  r o l e  o f  e n e r g y

s t o r a g e  i n  a  g r e e n  e c o n o m y .  D e s i g n e d  t o  m a k e  a n  i m p a c t ,  t h i s  c a r  a l s o  s e r v e s  a s  a n

e d u c a t i o n a l  t o o l  i t s e l f  w i t h  s t a t i s t i c s  o n  e l e c t r i c  v e h i c l e s  a n d  c h a r g i n g  i n  N B ,  a n d  i s  f u l l y

b r a n d e d  w i t h  t h e  n e w  G a i a  l o g o .  T h a n k  y o u  N B  P o w e r  f o r  s p o n s o r i n g  t h e  l e a s e  o f  t h i s  c a r !  

 

N e w  P l a n :  T h e  C l i m a t e  C h a n g e  E d u c a t i o n  P l a n
T h a n k s  t o  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  T r u s t  F u n d ,  T h e  G a i a  P r o j e c t  h a d  t h e

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d e v e l o p  T h e  C l i m a t e  C h a n g e  E d u c a t i o n  P l a n ,  a  d o c u m e n t  a i m e d  t o  a d d r e s s

t h e  b a r r i e r s  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  a c t i o n  i n  N B  c l a s s r o o m s .

T h i s  w a s  a  g r e a t  l e a d e r s h i p  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  G a i a  t o  a d d r e s s  O b j e c t i v e  # 9  o f  t h e  N B

C l i m a t e  A c t i o n  P l a n :  I n c o r p o r a t e  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e  i n t o  e d u c a t i o n  a t  a l l  l e v e l s ,  i n c l u d i n g

e x p e r i e n t i a l  l e a r n i n g  a n d  c o n n e c t i n g  l e a r n e r s  w i t h  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e  i n i t i a t i v e s  i n  t h e i r  l o c a l

c o m m u n i t i e s .  
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67,000+
IMPRESSIONS

 

278
FOLLOWERS

 

1,055
LIKES

 

1,080
EMAIL SUBCRIBERS

 

AS OF AUGUST 2019

-  TANYA LEGACY,  TEACHER  AT  

MONCTON H IGH SCHOOL

"Climate change comes off as a complex

subject to most, but The Gaia Project

makes it approachable for students. When

students feel empowered to take action,

amazing progress can be made"



THANK  YOU

From everyone at  The Gaia Project ,  we would l ike to say thank
you for al l  of  the support  we have received this year.  

 

NB Power

NB Environmental

Trust Fund

The McCain

Foundation

The Harrison McCain

Foundation

Allison McCain

The New Brunswick

Department of Energy

and Resource

Development

Canaport LNG

Climate Action Fund

(CAF)

George Dashner

Janet Gagnon

Krista Downey

Nick Russon

Carolyn Barnhart

Monique LeBlanc

Jordan Kennie

Funders

 

Board of Directors

 

 

Janet Gagnon

Monique LeBlanc

George Dashner 

Janet Gagnon

Nick Russon

Carolyn Barnhart

George Dashner

Jordan Kennie

John Reid

HR Committee

 
Governance Committee

 

Strategic Planning
Committee
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NB Department of
Education and Early
Childhood Development
New Brunswick
Environmental Network
EOS Eco Energy
Nature NB
NexGen Energy
Orange Sprocket
Pigeon Creative
Brilliant Labs
Ducks Unlimited
Science East
Learnsphere

Brian McCain
John Reid
Jake Arsenault
Frank Camm
The NB Department of
Education and Early
Childhood Development

Collaborators

 
Board of Advisors



THANK  YOU

Thank you to al l  the teachers and schools that  welcomed us
into their  c lassrooms in the 2018/2019 school  year!  

 

Brian Corbett
Adam Trider

Jean Fortin
Jean-Yves Savoie
Jocelyn Cliff
Cindy Casey
Chris Carter
Jeremie Goguen
Angelique Ross

Tanya Legacy
Jill Cassidy
Caroline Richard

Diedra Riddle

Tom Hart

Marie-Josée Poitras
Jillian Lansdale
Troy Butler

ASD-E
Bernice MacNaughton
High School

J.M.A Armstrong/Salisbury
Middle

Moncton High School

Salem Elementary School

St. Stephen High School

Riverview High School

 

 

 

Donna Fry

Laura Myers

Chelsea Maxwell

Mariel Prosser

Rachel Dempster

Matthew Mactavish

Andrew Morrison

Crystal Pye

Courtenay Crosby

Leslie Hamilton-Brown

Shalomath Dow

Vickie Sooley

Kellie Simon

Julie Matthews

Faye Horgan

Nick Gresh

Stephanie Bonnell-Walsh

Jeffrey Gaunce

Hampton High School

Harry Miller Middle School

Millidgeville North School

St John the Baptist/King
Edward School

Quispamsis Middle school

Rothesay High School

Simonds High School

Sussex High School
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Shannon Lavigne

Alice Walker

Kendra McLean

Kennedy Fulton

Janet Landry

Pamela Hawkins

Jessica MacPhee

Jessica Rideout

Nathan Cameron

Lisa Hawkins

Mathew Grant

Cameron Rudderham

Lauren Cormier

Jeffery Matheson

Sarah Morgan-Lee

Jason Godbout

Nicole LeBlanc

Denise Long

ASD-N
Bathurst High School

Miramichi Rural School

ASD-S
Beaconsfield Middle School

Forest Hills School

Fundy Middle/High School

Hampton Elementary School

 
 
 



 

Julie Robinson

Morgan Levesque

Brian Muse

Hannah Cusack
Sarah MacFarlane
Marquita Stewart

Lisanne Comeau

Laura Fowler
Matthew Lynch
Ashley Farnworth
Gillian McMullen
Andrew Meek
Aimee Gauvin
Ian Oshberg
Louise Standing

Jill Meek

Jeff Mills
Daniel Gallagher

Samantha Jellett

ASD-W
Bliss Carmen Middle School

Cambridge Narrows
Community School

Carleton North High School

Devon Middle School

Florenceville Middle School

Fredericton High School

Gagetown School

Hartland Community
School

John Caldwell School

 
 

 

 

Cécile Gauvin

Isabelle Chiasson

Melissa St-Coeur

Katia Noel

Cathy Gosselin

Patrick Blanchard

Michelle Thibeault

Alain Bernard

Valérie Audet

Maxime Levesque

Monique Robichaud

Marie-Pierre Hétu

Cécile Bélanger-Bouchard

Céline St-Onge Theriault

Valérie Ratté

Josette Ross

Chantal Campbell

DSF-NE
École Marie-Esther

École La Relève

Polyvalente Roland-Pépin

Polyvalente W.-Arthur-
Losier

DSF-NO
Centre d'apprentissage du
Haut-Madawaska

École Marie-Gaetanne

École Mgr-Martin
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Lori Lyons

Lisa Holyoke-Walsh

Mark Holstetler

Jeremy Smith

William McKinley

Molly Nugent

Michael Sorensen

Jessica Curry

Trista Michaud Hachey

Winnie Hsu

Shane MacNeil

Kathleen Brideau

Travis Drillen

Monique Turley

Britannia Burn

Winni Clerk

Leo Hayes High School

Meduxnekeag Consolidated
School

Minto Elementary/Middle
School

Nashwaaksis Middle School

Oromocto High School

Ridgeview Middle School

Saint Mary's Academy

Sudbury West Middle School

Tobique Valley Middle School
Cynthia Hebert
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Marco Couturier

Lisa St. Amand
Tracy Desbiens
Judith Levesque

Julie Couturier
Brigitte Babineau
Tina Landry

Renée Rioux-Marquis

Daniel Cyr
Chantal McCormick

Yanick Moyen
Marie-Josée Picard
Chantal Ouellette-Parent

François LeBlanc

Jennifer Verret

Jessica Courty
Louis Fortin

Josée Levesque-
Couturier

École St-Jacques

École Notre-Dame

École St-Joseph

École Mgr-Matthieu-
Mazerolle

École élémentaire Sacré
Coeur

DSF-S
Écoles des Arc-en-ciel

École Abbey Landry

École des Bâtisseurs

École Les Éclaireurs

École Notre-Dame
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Monique Livingston

Monique Poirier

Myriam Richard

Louise Daigle

Julie LeBlanc

Josée St-Onge

Audrée Thériault

Lise Ouellet

Robert Bourque

Janelle Cormier

Sylvie Dionne

Carole Robichaud

Jean-Bernard Chiasson

Angela LeBlanc

Karine Lang

Éric Levesque

Chantal Daigle

École Sainte-Anne

École L'Odyssée

École Louis J.- Robichaud

École Mgr-Marcel-François-
Richard

École Sainte-Thérèse

École Samuel-de-Champlain
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SCHOOL MAP



OUR  T EAM
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2018/2019 Gaia Project Staff
From left/right:

Lizzy Gresh (Executive Director), Jimmy Therrien
(Program Coordinator), Michelle Thibault

(Program Delivery Officer), Geoff MacDonald 
 (Manger of Climate Change Education), Jane

Burchill (Program Delivery Officer), Hartley
Prosser (Program Delivery Officer), Emily Ryan
(Manager of Philanthropy and Communications, 
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REVENUE :  $ 5 1 2 , 1 7 0

EXPENSE S :  $ 3 6 4 , 7 5 9



 

231 Regent Street,  Sui te 102
Freder icton, New Brunswick

E3B 3W8
506.230.2180

contact@thegaiaproject .ca
www.thegaiaproject .ca
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